GAME PLAN

Big Bobbers

A Familiar Tactic's Resurrection Produces Bigger Bass
By Capt. Chris Gatley

COUPLE OF TRREFUTABLE FACTS HAVE DRIVEN MY

efforts as a guide in the Northeast. The first suyw\g

conditions can change hourly, constantly forg any
fisherman to fine-tune his presentation and strategy r&nd the
second is that there's usually a bite somewher€yf you stop
making excuses and go find it when con\(t‘%(m;ll wisdom
dictates, “They aren't biting vet.” (®)
most versatile and  total catch. TheMsdct that it works in
what used t considered downtime

only makes™ more versatile.
With slip-float  system 1 have

approach. This basic theory modi-  d ed, T can deploy more lines at
fied for big fish in salt water has arius depths and get the attention of
changed the way T approach a day \’&ipended fish by placing baits
on the water, and it's supcrchargd.l\ precisely on their noses. My lines
the kind of results I can provide
my clients. Q
The slip-float system ap, any
type of live-bait fishing, in st about
any depth of water, and it has yielded
some of the best fish T've ever taken.
This system has accounted for many
of my 40-plus-pound stripers, including
my first 50-pounder. This past season
it accounted for more than half of my

One of the
productive tools I've learned to rely
on to meet these challenges has its
roots is the simplest bait-and-bobber

Reduce Down Time! Slip float and live-bait rig (top) hit stripers where they live.
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remain snag-free, and my baits stay in
the strike zone longer. My customers’
attention stays focused, and we get 10
watch the bite while simultaneously
feeling it. The technique quite simply
produces more fish.

Stripers, Case in Point

Here in the Northeast, striped bass are
king. This popular game fish resides in
and along shipping channels, around
rock substructures rising to  within
20 feet of the surface and scattered
across featureless bottom that many
believe to be no man'’s land. Live adult
menhaden is the bait of choice, and
most anglers target structure such as
wrecks, while others drift live bait,
hoping that fish will rise from the
depths to feed. If you ask me, drifting
aimlessly over deep water waiting for
the magic hour when fish come o the
surface to feed is insane. 1 would
rather hunt down the reason why the
bite is off. And the tool that helps me
do that is big slip floats.

I use this system when, in the past, 1
typically would have fished — and lost
— weighted rigs on the bottom. T have
also found success while suspending
my baits 20 to 35 feet down in 60 feet
of water. Slip-float fishing would also
serve well for tuna chunking and all
shark applications requiring floats.

Getting the Rig Together

Float fishing began for me with live-
baiting weakfish in Cape May, New
Jersey, in the '80s. With this technique
as a foundation, T adapted the same
approach to bigger water and bigger
fish. My initial striped bass bunker float
was a tennis-ball-size plastic-foam
float with a black peg. This slip-style float
required a bobber stop, a short piece of
Dacron nail-knotted around the main
line that could be moved to match
specific depths. Although effective, this
nail knot slipped around, and my
precise  depth presentation wasn't
so precise. Then 1 discovered the Redi
Rig Release Float by Redi Rig Tackle
in Northfield, Ohio (330-467-3849;
www.redirig.com). Redi Rig offers
floats of various sizes for saltwater






